
Following many years of neglect, Russia’s aggression against Ukraine has shifted the  
EU’s attention beyond its own boundaries and has led to a new (or renewed) commitment 
to fostering a united Europe that includes the East and Southeast of the continent. Yet, 
despite the EU’s self-image and ambition to stand for and speak on behalf of Europe, 
strongly diverging realities across European countries and societies persist that cut deeply 
into the very foundations of the European project – democracy and rule of law, economic 
prosperity, and ultimately peace and security.

In this discussion with political scientist Ivan Krastev, we will explore how European 
integration – understood as Europe growing together politically, economically, socially 
and culturally – can involve the continent as a whole. How much equality is needed to 
achieve a united Europe or, to put it the other way round, how much inequality can it 
tolerate? Do the EU and the ‘European way of life’ still appeal to citizens in candidate 
countries? And what can the EU, for its part, learn from the countries and societies in East 
and Southeast Europe? 

The discussion will integrate contributions by the artists and researchers participating  
in the project #EUmeetsEurope, who have explored different dimensions of (in)equality in 
Europe with their own means of expression. 
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Opening 
When people ask me where I’m from. 
Poems by Artur Karmarouski  
(Belarusian, translated into English)

United In_Equality? Unfolding the EU’s Transformative Power towards 
Europe’s East and Southeast
Discussion with Ivan Krastev, political scientist, chairman of the 
Centre for Liberal Strategies, Sofia, and permanent fellow at the 
Institute of Human Sciences (IWM), Vienna
 
With scholarly and artistic contributions by: 
Dominic Afscharian, Bogomir Doringer, Lura Pollozhani, 
Elliot Raimbeau and Tamar Tolordava

End of discussion & reception

Invitation 30

https://www.stiftung-genshagen.de/en/publikationen/translate-to-english-europe-united-in-equality/


Registration  
 
Please register here to participate:

 

online (via Zoom) 

 
For any enquiries, please contact:  
 
Theresia Töglhofer 
Project Leader, Genshagen Foundation  
toeglhofer@stiftung-genshagen.de 
T +49 3378 8059-17 
 

 
The Organisers 
 
ERSTE Foundation is the main shareholder of Erste Group. It is an effective 
partner of a strong and confident civil society in Central and South-Eastern 
Europe. The foundation invests part of its dividends to empower civil society, 
the inclusion of socially disadvantaged groups, and contemporary culture. 

Genshagen Foundation is a platform for exchange between politics, business, 
science, culture and civil society. It promotes dialogue between Germany, 
France and Poland in the spirit of the »Weimar Triangle«. Founders are  
the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media and the  
Land of Brandenburg. 
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