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10:00 am Opening of the Conference
Barbara Gessler, Head of the Representation of the European Commission in Germany
Prof. Dr. Susanne Keuchel, Director of Genshagen Foundation
Prof. Dr. Patricia Rahemipour, Director of the Institute for Museum Research

10:30 am KeyNOTE: Cultural Citizenship and Popular Culture: The Art of Listening
Prof. Dr. Joke Hermes, Inholland University of Applied Sciences/University of Amsterdam, Netherlands

10:50 am KeyNOTE: Relationship between Democracy and Arts Education
Prof. Dr. Gert Biesta, Maynooth University, Ireland

11:20 am BEST PRACTICE PRESENTATION: Greetings from Sejny: Sounds & Images from the Borderland
Weronika Czyzewska-Poncyljusz, Borderland Foundation Sejny, Poland

11:30 am PANEL DiscussioN: Funding Approaches and Funding Strategies for a Cultural Education Fostering the
Democratization of Societies (especially in Rural Areas) — Perspectives from Denmark, Germany and
Poland

Dr. Kathrin Hahne, Head of Department “Culture and Society, Monument and Cultural Heritage
Protection, Federal Commissioner for Culture and the Media, Berlin, Germany

Robert Piaskowski, Director of the National Centre for Culture, Warsaw, Poland

Mathias Irminger Sonne, Head of Culture and Communication, Royal Danish Embassy Berlin

Facilitation: Barbara Gessler, Head of the Representation of the European Commission in Germany,
Berlin

12:30 pm Lunch Break




1:30 pm KEYNOTE: Are Cultural Institutions Democratic Institutions?
PD Dr. Michael Wimmer, Political scientist specializing in cultural policy, consultant and coach,
Vienna, Austria

1:50 pm PLENARY DISCUSSION
Relevance, Representation, Trust and Transparency — New Challenges for the Field of Arts and
Culture?
PD Dr. Michael Wimmer, Political scientist specializing in cultural policy, consultant and coach,
Vienna, Austria
Sara Brighenti, Deputy Commissioner of the National Plan for the Arts, Lisbon, Portugal
Prof. Dr. Patricia Rahemipour, Director of the Institute for Museum Research, Berlin, Germany

Facilitation: Aron Weigl, Educult — Institute of Cultural Policy and Cultural Management, Vienna, Austria

2:30 pm WORKSHOP 1: WORKSHOP 2:
Civic Engagement and Participation in Civic Engagement and Participation
Cultural Institutions (cross-sector) in Museums
Facilitation: Prof. Dr. Jessy Siongers, Ghent Facilitation: Dr. Charlotte Svendler Nielsen,

University/Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium University Copenhagen, Denmark

Best Practice Inputs: Best Practice Inputs:
Alexander Koch, International New Patrons Michael Griff, Museum Ostwall, Dortmund,
Society, Berlin, Germany Germany
Morgane Barrier/Charline Fortin, La Poudrerie ~ Sergio Servellon, FeliX Art & Eco Museum,
— Thédtre des habitants, Sevran, France Drogenbos, Belgium

4:00 pm Coffee Break

4:30 pm Presentation of Workshop Results (open to questions from the audience)

Aleksi Valta, Director of the Association of Children’s Culture in Finland
Prof. Dr. Jessy Siongers, Vrije Universiteit Brussel/Ghent University, Belgium
Dr. Charlotte Svendler Nielsen, University Copenhagen, Denmark

5:00 pm PANEL DiscussioN: Conclusions
Dr. Angelos Agalianos, Senior Policy Officer at the Cultural Policy Unit of the European Commission’s
Directorate-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture, Brussels, Belgium
Prof. Dr. Susanne Keuchel, Chair of the Network of Observatories in the Field of Arts and Cultural
Education (ENO)
Baiba Molnika, General Secretary of the Latvian National Commission for UNESCO, Riga, Latvia

Facilitation: Aron Weigl, Educult — Institute of Cultural Policy and Cultural Management, Vienna, Austria

6:00 pm Gratulations 10 years’ Anniversary ENO-Network, Closing of the Conference
and Reception

Saskia Herklotz, Project Manager,

Founders of the Genshagen Foundation: m Der Beauftragte der Bundesregierung =
7% 1 fir Kultur und Medien (\, \
LAND&
BRAMNDENBURG
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List of Contributors

Dr. Angelos Agalianos

Senior Policy Officer at the Cultural Policy Unit of the European Commission’s
Directorate-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture

PhD in Sociology of Education from the University of London. In 1998-2006, he worked in
the Directorate-General for Research of the European Commission as a scientific officer for
European research policy in the social sciences monitoring education-related research
projects. Since 2006 he works in the European Commission's Directorate-General for
Education, Youth, Sport and Culture, since 2020 in the Cultural Policy Unit, primarily on the
links between culture, democracy and social cohesion, the wider benefits of culture, school
/culture collaborations, and on the links between culture and intergenerational fairness.

Morgane Barrier

Public relations and communications manager at the Théatre de la Poudrerie
Graduate in communications, with experience in various cultural organisations.

Prof. Dr. Gert Biesta

Maynooth University, Ireland

Professor for Public Education in the Centre for Public Education and Pedagogy at
Maynooth University Ireland and Visiting Professor in the Department of Pedagogy,
Religion and Social Studies of Western Norway University of Applied Sciences in Norway.
Since 2023 he is a member of the Education Council of the Netherlands, the advisory body
of the Dutch government and parliament. He writes about the theory of education, with a
particular interest in civic education, arts education, and religious education.

Sara Brighenti

Deputy Commissioner of the National Plan for the Arts, Portugal

A specialist in museums and education, deputy commissioner of the National Arts Plan since
2019, promoter and co-author of the Porto Santo Charter and the Addendum for Young
People, on cultural rights and cultural democracy. Co-designer of the Portuguese
Government's Plan for the Future of Museums in 2020-2021. One of the experts who
contributed to the drafting of the UNESCO Framework for Cultural and Artistic Education in
2023-24.

Weronika Czyzewska-
Poncyljusz

Executive Director of International Programs at Borderland Foundation, Sejny, Poland
Educator, cultural animator and researcher. Director of International Programs at Borderland
Foundation. Curator of the Dilemma Mobile Academy And Small Centers of the World
program. Since 2011 she coordinates the International Center For Dialogue in Krasnogruda, a
program consisting of activities of international scope, which include creation and
dissemination of new forms of art and intercultural education, training of leaders in these
activities and promotion of good practices as well as development of new reflection in this
field. Her research activities involve themes of social engagement of art and education,
memory studies, intercultural dialogue and local community development.




Charline Fortin

Public relations manager at the Théatre de la Poudrerie
Graduate in cultural policy, now specialising in participatory cultural projects

Barbara Gessler

Head of the Representation of the European Commission in Germany, Berlin

Studied in Konstanz, Paris, Buenos Aires and Bruges. She joined the European Commission in
1994. Started in the Directorate General's Unit for Audio-visual Policy, then changed to
Environment in 1996. 1998-2003 she worked at the Representation of the European
Commission in Berlin. 2003-2004 she advised the umbrella organisation of German cultural
organisations Deutscher Kulturrat on European affairs. She then became Head of the Regional
Representation of the Commission in Bonn. 2009-2011 she returned to Brussels as Head of the
Press Unit of the European Economic and Social Committee. 2011-2016 she ran the Culture
Unit at the Education, Audio-visual and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA), which implements
the EU's funding programmes in these areas. 2017-2022 she was responsible for the culture
sub-programme at Directorate General Education, Youth, Sport and Culture. 2023-2024, she
was Head of the department “Capacity building in Higher Education — Erasmus+” at EACEA.
Since March 2024, she is Head of the Representation of the European Commission in Germany.

Michael Griff

Curator at Museum Ostwall at the Dortmunder U

Michael Griff works as a curator with a focus on community and public engagement at
Museum Ostwall at the Dortmunder U. As such, he is responsible for the museum's citizen
council, the MO_Beirat. Before that, he worked as curatorial trainee at the Dresden State Art
Collections. He studied History in Berlin, Freiburg, Bologna and Dublin and is part of the Alumni
network of TheMuseumsLab.

Dr. Kathrin Hahne

Head of Department “Culture and Society; Monument and Cultural Heritage Protection”,
Federal Commissioner for Culture and the Media, Berlin, Germany

Dr. Kathrin Hahne has been with the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the
Media in Germany (BKM) since 2003, where she has held various leadership roles. Her work
has spanned diverse fields, such as broadcasting and international media cooperation,
including a secondment to the European Commission, as well as the promotion of East German
cultural institutions and monument preservation. Since 2016, she serves as Head of the
Department for Culture and Society, Monument and Cultural Heritage Protection.

Prof. Dr. Joke Hermes

Inholland University of Applied Sciences / University of Amsterdam Netherlands

Holder of the Erik de Vries chair in the history of Dutch radio and television at the University
of Amsterdam on behalf of the Institute of Sound and Vision and Professor of Inclusion and
the Creative Industries at Inholland University of Applied Science. She is a qualitative audience
researcher who has published widely on popular culture and everyday meaning making. She
advocates the teaching of media literacy based on the pleasure audiences derive from media
use.

Prof. Dr. Susanne
Keuchel

Director of Genshagen Foundation, Germany

Chair Person of the European Network of Observatories (ENO)

Studied musicology at the University of Bonn and the Technical University of Berlin. She was
the managing director of the German Center for Cultural Research (ZfKf) and subsequently the
director of the Academy for Arts Education of the Federal Government and the State of North
Rhine-Westphalia. Since 2025 she is director of Genshagen Foundation responsible for the
area of art and cultural education in Europe, an honorary professor at the Institute for Cultural
Policy at the University of Hildesheim and chair of the European Network of Observatories in
the field of Arts and Cultural Education (ENO).

Alexander Koch

Chairman of the International New Patrons Society, Berlin, Germany

Author and expert in contemporary art. In 2017, he founded the Gesellschaft der Neuen
Auftraggeber (New Patrons Society), which has since been implementing citizen-
commissioned art programs across Germany. This democratic cultural policy approach is part
of a European network with seven partner countries, plus Cameroon. Since 2023, Koch is also
co-founder and chairman of the International New Patrons Society in Brussels.
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Baiba Molnika

General Secretary of the Latvian National Commission for UNESCO, Riga, Latvia

Educational Scientist, Secretary General of the Latvian National Commission for UNESCO since
2016. Her work contributes to the implementation of UNESCO's strategy, especially with
regard to improving the quality of education and promoting sustainable development. Before
joining the Latvian National Commission for UNESCO in 2006, she worked at the Ministery of
Education and Science of the Republic of Latvia, the Secretariat of the Baltic Assembly and the
Saeima of the Republic of Latvia

Dr. Charlotte Svendler
Nielsen

Associate Professor at the University of Copenhagen, Denmark

Dr. Charlotte Svendler Nielsen is Associate Professor in Educational Studies of Movement at
the University of Copenhagen, the Department of Nutrition, Exercise and Sports doing research
focused on dance, arts-integration and interculturality. Since 2017 she has co-lead a cross-
border research project in arts education involving dance, visual arts and design with partners
from South Africa and Denmark. She was Chair of the ENO network from 2019-2024, since
2025 she is co-opted board member with the role of liaising with UNESCO.

Robert Piaskowski

Director of the National Centre for Culture, Warsaw, Poland

Cultural manager, sociologist, and cultural diplomat, currently serving as Director of the
National Centre for Culture in Poland — a state institution of the arts council type, responsible
for cultural policy programmes, research, education, and grant-making. Formerly the Mayor’s
Plenipotentiary for Culture in Krakéw (2019-2024), he shaped the city’s flagship international
festivals and co-created Krakow’s successful bid for the UNESCO City of Literature title. He now
oversees the development of cultural policies at the national level as well as the key
programmes of the National Centre for Culture, combining managerial and academic expertise
in cultural institutions, international cooperation, and creative sector policies.

Prof. Dr. Patricia
Rahemipour

Director of the Institute for Museum Research, Berlin

Studied Prehistoric, Classical Archaeology and Philosophy and gained first experiences as head
of the study collection at the Department of Prehistory at the University of Leipzig. Thereafter,
she worked as project manager and senior curator for the German Archaeological Institute and
the Excellence Cluster “Topoi.” After two years at the Romano-Germanic Commission and Jewish
Museum Frankfurt, she arrived at the Botanical Garden Berlin in 2014, advancing to Director of
the Botanical Museum and the Department of Science Communication in 2016. Since 2019 she
has been Director of the Institute for Museum Research and since 2024 the Scientific Director of
the Gipsformerei at the Staatliche Museen zu Berlin

Sergio Servellon

Director of the FeliX Art & Eco Museum, Drogenbos,Belgium

Studied at the Royal Academy of Fine Arts Antwerp and Cultural Management at the University
of Antwerp. He is currently a PhD candidate at KU Leuven, focusing on the cultural history of
Belgian modernism. Since 2005, he has been the director of the FeliX Art & Eco Museum, which
he has transformed from a monographic museum into a thematically driven institution focusing
on the Belgian historical avant-garde of the interwar period. The museum also actively engages
with ecological themes, community participation, and social engagement, positioning itself as a
contact zone on the linguistic and cultural border of Brussels.




Prof. Dr. Jessy

Siongers

Assistant Professor and Postdoctoral Researcher at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB) and
Ghent University

Assistant Professor of Cultural Management and Data Analysis at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel
(VUB) and Postdoctoral Researcher at Ghent University and VUB. She coordinates the Centre for
Culture Research, connecting academia, policy, and the cultural sector. Her research focuses on
cultural participation and education, youth, and employment in the creative sector, with a
special focus on social inequality and the barriers that prevent people from fully engaging in
cultural life.

Mathias I. Sonne

Head of Culture and Communication, Royal Danish Embassy Berlin
Correspondent for a Danish daily newspaper in Germany from 2009 to 2023. Since 2023, he
has been Head of Culture and Communication at the Royal Danish Embassy in Berlin.

Aleksi Valta

Executive Director of the Association of Children’s Culture in Finland

Aleksi Valta is the Executive Director of the Association of Children’s Culture in Finland. The
association works to ensure that every child and young person has the opportunity to experience
and create art and culture. Association coordinates Art Testers, the largest cultural education
programme for young people in the Finnish history. Association’s director Valta is active in
several national working groups on children’s culture and arts education and serves on the
boards of two European cultural networks: the European Network of Cultural Centres (ENCC)
and the European Network of Observatories in the Field of Arts and Cultural Education (ENO).

Aron Weigl

Executive Director and Head of Development, Educult — Institute of Cultural Policy and Cultural
Management, Vienna, Austria

Aron Weigl is co-director of EDUCULT, an independent research institute in Vienna, Austria. He
specializes in cultural policy and arts education, focusing on analysis, evaluation, and consulting.
He advises the European Commission, city administrations, ministries, foundations, and cultural
organizations, and serves as board member of the European Network of Observatories.

PD Dr.
Wimmer

Michael

Political scientist specializing in cultural policy, consultant and coach, Vienna, Austria

Founder of EDUCULT - Institute of Cultural Policy and Cultural Management in Vienna and
executive director until 2017. Former executive director of the Osterreichischer Kulturservice
(OKS) and experienced advisor to the Council of Europe, UNESCO and the European Commission
on cultural and educational policy issues. He was also a member of the Scientific Advisory Board
of the International Conference for Cultural Policy Research (iccpr). He is a lecturer at the
University of Applied Arts Vienna on cultural policy research as well as a lecturer at the Institute
for Cultural Management and Gender Studies at the University of Music and Performing Arts
Vienna and at the Institute for Teacher Education at the University of Vienna.




